
 
 
 

1 February 2018 
 
TO:  
Lance Kavanaugh, Director, YouTube Legal  
John Flippen, Director, YouTube Legal  
Juniper Downs, YouTube Global Head of Public Policy and Government Relations   
 

c/o YouTube, https://twitter.com/YouTube  
 
Dear Lance Kavanaugh, John Flippen, and Juniper Downs, 
 
A week ago, we learned from colleagues, Women on Web and Women on Waves from the 
Netherlands, and ComoHacerseUnAborto, Argentina, that three of their videos providing information 
on how to have a safe abortion had been taken down from YouTube. Then we heard that the three 
videos had been restored to the web after a request to do so was sent to you by the groups who 
made them. Just after that, we heard that the same Argentinian video had been taken down from 
Facebook, but that it too was restored when the group wrote to Facebook. Concern was expressed 
that if you refused to restore a video after the group contacted you, then indeed censorship might be 
taking place by YouTube itself.  
 
We publish a newsletter on abortion issues every week so we put a call out for any other instances of 
this happening in our 19 January newsletter. A number of people did raise examples from the past, 
including a video posted by Women Help Women which YouTube did not restore when it was 
requested and in Brazil, a Women on Waves video, translated into Portuguese and given a different 
name. Someone in YouTube took the video down. The group questioned your policy and were told 
their arguments weren't enough, and that if they posted the video again, they would have their 
account suspended. 
 
This is very concerning and it does not explain where the decision to take a video down comes from. 
Colleagues in our field with past experience of these problems have argued that local anti-abortion 
groups may have been making complaints to YouTube and asking for specific videos to be taken 
down. We found it alarming that YouTube would agree to censor such information, especially without 
asking questions or giving an explanation. Yet when the group who made the video(s) contacts you 
and asks you to reinstate it/them, mostly it seems, though not always, you do reinstate it/them. So we 
don’t understand why this is happening. 
 
These videos are important for women seeking safe abortion in settings where it is not available.  
 
This letter is to ask if you can please clarify why this is happening. Is it because you don't want to 
publish specific videos about abortion for specific reasons? If so, can you tell us what those reasons 
are? There are so many videos posted on YouTube about the importance for girls and women of safe 
abortion that it seems very unlikely you have an anti-abortion policy per se. Perhaps you have specific 
rules about content that some videos may break? If so, we would like to know what those rules are 
wen the video is about making abortion safe and accessible.  
 
Our national and international efforts seek to reduce deaths and complications from unsafe abortion 
and support women’s right to decide whether to continue a pregnancy or not.  
 
We would therefore like to ask: 
 
1) What type of complaints have you received that have led you to take a video about abortion down? 
2) Did the complaints come from groups that may be anti-abortion and/or have they ever come from 
national government representatives in countries where abortion is legally restricted? 
3) Have there been cases when you at YouTube took down a video about abortion because you 

https://twitter.com/YouTube


believed it broke any of your rules, and if so, which rules? 
4) Who takes the decision to take down a video at YouTube, is it in one office covering all videos at 
international level, or is the decision taken at regional or national office level?  
5) Would the YouTube decision-makers be willing to contact the video makers before taking a video 
about abortion down? 
 
We hope to hear from you.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
– Marge Berer, International Coordinator, International Campaign for Women’s Right to Safe Abortion, 
London, UK, E-mail: info@safeabortionwomensright.org 
 
and on behalf of: 
– Colectivo de Salud Feminista, www.comohacerseunaborto.com 
– Susana Chavez, Coordinator, CLACAI Latin American Consortium Against Unsafe Abortion, Peru 
– Mariana Romero, Silvina Ramos, Agustina Ramon Michel, Área Salud, Economía y Sociedad, 
CEDES, Argentina 
– Anne Rossiter 
– Marijke Alblas, MD, Independent SRHR consultant, Abortion provider and trainer, South Africa 
– Ani Hao, Founding Co-coordinator, Agora Juntas, Brazil; and Program Associate, CREA, India 
– Robert Paul, Director, Community Life; Coordinator, Naribandhob Hotline, Bangladesh 
– Dr Nozer Sheriar, Consulting Obstetrician/Gynecologist; Co-Chair, Medical Advisory Panel, Family 
Planning Association of India, India 
– Maggie Tembo, Changed Women 
– Yasmina Maria Fernanda Chan Lopez, member of Inroads, Guatemala 
– Bharat Vishakha Mahial Shiksha Evm Shoudh Samiti, India  
– Joyce Arthur, Executive Director, Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada 
– Martha Nicholson, Coordinator, Swedish Abortion Rights Network 
– Catherine Osita, Fortress of Hope Africa 
– Words of Choice, Inc, USA 
– Dr Caroline Tatua, Senior Health Systems Advisor, Ipas Africa Alliance 
– Women’s Global Network for Reproductive Rights, Philippines  
– Philippine Safe Abortion Advocacy Network (PINSAN) 
– Sally Griffin, Director, International Centre for Reproductive Health, Mozambique 
– Souvik Pyne, Advocacy Officer, The YP Foundation, India 
– safe2choose 
– Sherlina Nageer, Red Thread, Crossroad Women’s Center, Guyana 
– Inna Hudaya, Samsara, Indonesia 
– REDAAS (Red de Acceso al Aborto Seguro), Argentina 
– Women on Waves/ Women on Web, Netherlands 
– Howtouseabortionpill.org 
– Sea Change Program, USA 
– El Fondo de Aborto para la Justicia Social Maria / Red Balance, Mexico 
– January Watchman Mvula, Sustainable Rural Community Development Organisation, Malawi 
– Muhammad Aslam, Peace Foundation, Pakistan 
– Women Help Women, Netherlands 
– Marlene Makenzius, Department of Public Health Sciences, Karolinska Institutet, Sweden 
– Eliana Godoy, Social Impact Strategist, Latino Social Innovation 
– African Youth Safe Abortion Alliance 
– Jean Nkeshimana, Coordinateur, SFBSP, Burundi 
– Peter Nguafac Temate Fongeh, Executive Director, Vision in Action, Cameroon, and Grant Officer,  
Afrika Youth Movement 
– Sybil Nmezi, Executive Director, Generation Initiative for Women and Youth Network, Nigeria 
– Lucía Berro Pizzarossa, Research Fellow, Global Health Law, Groningen Research Centre, 
Netherlands 
– Erin Mullan, Abortion Counsellor, Everywoman’s Health Centre, Canada 
– Marta Royo, Executive Director, Profamilia, Colombia 
– Karen Thurston 
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– Goretti Horgan, School of Applied Social and Policy Sciences, Policy Director ARK, Ulster 
University, and Alliance for Choice, Northern Ireland 
– Donald Kasongi, Executive Director, Governance Links, Tanzania 
– Catherine Nyambura, Advocacy Officer, FEMNET (African Women Development and 
Communications Network), Kenya 
– Phylis Mbeke, Executive Director, Women Spaces Africa 
– Marion Stevens, Coordinator, WISH Associates; Chairperson, Sexual and Reproductive Justice 
Coalition; Research Associate, Africa Gender Institute, University of Cape Town, South Africa 
– Emma Campbell, Co-Chair Alliance for Choice, Northern Ireland 
– Dr Tlaleng Mofokeng, Vice Chairperson, Sexual Health & Reproductive Justice Coalition; Nalane 
Associates for Reproductive Justice, South Africa  
– Cristina Villarreal Velásquez, Directora Ejecutiva, Fundación Oriéntame, Colombia 
– Sule Dintie Tayiru, SAVE-Ghana, Ghana 
– Marília Moschkovich, Spokesperson for TamoJunta, Brazil 
– Christine Ryan, USA 
– Caitlin Nelligan, Spain 
– Rupsa Mallik, Director, Programmes and Innovation, CREA, India 
– Vithika Yadav, Country Head, Surabhi Srivastava, Program Manager, Love Matters India 
– Ned Chief Mkumba, Programmes Manager, Centre for Youth and Children Affairs (CEYCA); and 
Youth Permanent Committee Chairperson under Coalition for the Prevention of Unsafe Abortion, 
Malawi 
– Mujer y Salud en Uruguay (MYSU) 


